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Free Pincushion Instructions 
by Christen Brown 

 
Gather the following items: 

Materials Kit: enough for two sets 
• 1-1/2” wide grosgrain ribbon: 9” 

long 
• 5/8” wide grosgrain ribbon: 2 

pieces 5” long 
• Stuffing: small amount 
• Lightweight cardboard: cut to a 1-

1/2” circle 

Tools 
• Needles: small sharps 
• Quilting thread 
• Scissors: sewing and craft 
• Straight pins 
• Stuffing tool 
• Glue gun: low melt 

 
Pincushion Base 

 

1. Fold the length of ribbon in half, right 
sides together, matching the raw edges. 
Pin the raw edges together. 

2. Double thread a small sharps needle with 
quilting thread. 

3. Anchor-knot the thread at the bottom 
selvage edge ¼” in from the raw edges. 

4. Stitch a row of backstitches up to the 
opposite selvage edge. Knot the thread at 
the top selvage edge. 

 

5. Starting at one side of the seam, stitch a 
row of gathering stitches along the top 
selvage edge, stopping just short of the 
other side of the seam. 

6. Pull in the gathers tightly and secure with 
several knots; do not cut the thread. 

*Note: The ribbon is very stiff, so the gathers 
will not entirely close the opening. 

 

7. Turn the ribbon right side out. Stitch the 
needle and thread down the seam 
towards the opposite selvage edge. (Not 
shown.) 

8. Stitch a row of gathering stitches along 
the selvage edge; pull in the gathers 
slightly. 
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9. Take a handful of stuffing and mold it into 
a ball; try to tame all the stray wisps of 
stuffing into the ball.  

10.  Insert the ball into the opening, using the 
stuffing tool to push the stuffing to fill in 
the corners and center of the ribbon. 

11.  Insert the cardboard into the opening. 
Pull in the gathers tightly and secure with 
several knots; cut off the excess thread. 

 
Doll Head Tip: Before you pull in the top gathers of the pincushion, turn 
the ribbon right-side out. Insert a doll head into the opening, follow the 
remaining directions. Cover the neck with trims or purchased flowers. 
Make one rosette for the bottom of the pincushion. 
 
Rosette 

  
1. Fold the length of ribbon in half, right sides together, matching the raw 

edges. Pin the raw edges together. 
2. Single thread a small sharps needle with quilting thread. 
3. Anchor-knot the thread ¼” in from the raw edges; halfway up the from the 

selvage edges. 
4. Stitch a row of assembly stitches up to the opposite selvage edge (this is 

the outer edge). Continue back to the beginning selvage edge (this is the 
center of the flower). Knot the thread at the selvage edge. 

5. Stitch a row of gathering stitches along the selvage edge. 

 

6. Pull in the gathers tightly. 
Tackstitch and anchor-knot into 
the raw edges. Cut the thread. 
Make two rosettes. 

7. Glue one rosette to the top of the 
pincushion, to hide the top 
opening.  

8.  Glue one rosette to the bottom of 
the pincushion to hide the 
cardboard. 

 
©Please Note: This handout and all pertaining information to this class 
belong to Christen J. Brown. This handout should not be copied for any 
reason. 


